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Important Dates: 
December 5:      4-8 PMTom’s Dining Out 

December 7:  10:30 AM Worship 
  5:15 PM Advent Meal 
  Board of Worship and Board of Properties 
December 11:   9:00 AM Worship  
December 14  10:30 AM Worship 1st–4th Christmas Program 
  5:15 PM Advent Meal/Board of Elders 
   6:30 PM Worship 1st–4th Christmas Program 
December 19: 6:00 PM 3P-K5 Christmas Program 
December 21:  10:30 AM Worship 5th-8th Christmas Program 
   5:15 PM Advent Meal/Board of Education 
   6:30 PM Worship 5th-8th Christmas Program 
December 22:  School and School Office Closes at NOON 
December 23:  Church Office Closes at Noon 
December 23-Jan 3:  No School  
December 24:   4:00 PM Worship 
 6:30 PM Worship 
 11:00 PM Candlelight Service/Communion 
December 25: Merry Christmas 
 9:00 AM Worship/Communion 
December 26-30:  Church & School Office CLOSED 

December 28: NO CATECHISM 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School 
300 Broad Street 
Menasha, WI 54952 

Church Phone: (920) 722-2662 / School Phone: (920) 725-1715 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Website: www.trinitymenasha.com 

Worship Services (In-Person and Online Sundays only):  

Saturday – 5:00 pm; Sunday – 9:00 am; Wednesday – 6:30 pm 
Education Hour: Sunday - 10:30 am 
  

Our Mission Statement: 
Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Menasha, is a fellowship of Lutheran Christians being 
empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God and His Sacraments to encourage, 
refresh, and strengthen both adults and children in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, while 
sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior. 
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Services will continue to be available for live streaming on Trinity’s Facebook page, and for later 
viewing on YouTube. Check the church website for more details. 

Senior Pastor: 
 Rev. Steven S. Billings 

Assoc. Pastor/Principal: 
 Rev. Keith E. GeRue 

December 2022 

Directors of Music: 
Connie Henkel and Tim Reuning 

Organist: 
Mrs. Nancy Lephart 

Holy Communion at Trinity 

Communion is again being served 
at the Altar rail. You have the 
choice of Common Cup or 
Individual Cup.  
 

First Year Catechumens 

Our first-year catechism students 
will be meeting in the Small 
Fellowship Hall weekly. 

Gluten-Free Hosts Available 

If you prefer a gluten-free host for 
communion, please talk with one of the 
pastors before the service. 



 

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 
Church Phone: (920) 722-2662 

School Phone: (920) 725-1715 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Email: ChurchAdmin@trinitymenasha.com 

    1 2 3 
     2:45 PM Electives 

Popcorn Friday 

9 AM Food Pantry 

5 PM Worship 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Advent 2 

9 AM Worship  

In-Person & Online 

10:30 AM Educ. 

Hour/Sunday School 

Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 

9 AM Sewing 

4-8 PM Tom’s Dining 
Out     

6 PM Prayer Time 

6:30 PM Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 AM Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:30 PM Bd Mtgs 

 

10:30AM Worship  

5:00 PM Catechism 

5:15 Advent Meal 

6:30 PM Worship 

 

6 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 

6:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

2:45 PM Electives 5 PM Worship 

11   12 13   14   15   16 17 
Advent 3 

9 AM Worship 

In-Person & Online  

10:30 AM Educ. 

Hour/Sunday School 

Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 

9 AM Sewing 

6 PM Prayer Time 

6:30 PM Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 AM Ladies 

Bible Study 

6:30 PM Bd of Dir 

Mtg. 

10:30 AM Worship  

Grades 1-4 Christmas 

Program 

5:00 PM Catechism 

5:15 Advent Meal 

6:30 PM Worship 

Grades 1-4 Christmas 

Program 

6 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 

2:45 PM Electives 

6:30 PM Gallery Choir 

Rehearsal 

 9 AM Food Pantry 

5 PM Worship 

18 19 20 21  22 NOON DISSMISSAL  23 NO SCHOOL 24 Christmas Eve 

Advent 4 

9 AM Worship  

In-Person &  

On-line 

10:30 AM Educ. 

Hour/Sunday School 

Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 

9 AM Sewing 

6 PM 3P- K5 

Christmas Program 

6 PM Prayer Time 

6:30 PM Women’s 
Bible Study 

6:30 AM Ladies 

Bible Study 

 

10:30 AM Worship 

Grades 5-8 Christmas 

Program 

5:00 PM Catechism 

5:15 PM Advent Meal 

6:30 PM Worship 

Grades 5-8 Christmas 

Program 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
CLOSED at NOON 
6 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
CHURCH OFFICES 
CLOSED at NOON  
 
 

4:00 PM Worship 

6:30 PM Worship 

11:00 PM Candlelight 

Service/Communion 

25 Christmas Day 26 NO SCHOOL 27 NO SCHOOL 28 NO SCHOOL 29 NO SCHOOL 30 NO SCHOOL 31 New Year’s Eve 

9 AM Worship  

In-Person & Online 

 

CHURCH & 
SCHOOL OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 

 

 

CHURCH & 
SCHOOL OFFICE 
CLOSED 
6:30 AM Ladies 

Bible Study 

 

CHURCH & SCHOOL 
OFFICE CLOSED 
No Catechism Class 

 

CHURCH & SCHOOL 
OFFICE CLOSED 
6 AM Men’s Bible 
Study 

 

CHURCH & 
SCHOOL OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 

5 PM New Year’s Eve 
Worship 

 

 



 

Serving Our Lord with Gladness – December 2022 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Steven S. Billings 
Associate Pastor/Principal:  Rev. Keith E. GeRue 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 
Date/Time 

 
Acolyte 

Elder on 
Duty 

Communion 
Assistant Usher Captain 

 
Greeter Altar Guild 

Dec 3:     5:00 pm 

Dec 4:     9:00 am 

Dec. 7:   10:30 am 

                   6:30 pm 

Sydney Gast 

Simon Kroes 

 

Ava Schmidt 

Alan Manteufel 

Bart Nielsen 

 

Bruce Gast 

Vance Pues 

Paul Collingwood 

 

 

Tom Harrmann 

Lee Weinig 

Harrman/Weinig 

Harrman/Weinig 

Betty Allen 

 

 

Philip & Mary Conradt 

Kari Lindner 

 

Dec  10:  5:00 pm 

Dec  11:  9:00 am 

Dec  14:  10:30 am 

                    6:30 pm 

Payton Lenth 

Emma Schmidt 

 

Mirella Taschner 

Alan Manteufel 

Bart Nielsen 

 

Robert Allen 

Bruce Buksyk 

Lee Weinig 

Jerry Maynard 

Steve Sexmith 

Maynard/Sexmith 

Maynard/Sexmith 

Barb Kester 

Jane Nielsen 

 

 

Paula Reichert 

Kari Lindner 

Dec 17:  5:00 pm 

Dec 18:  9:00 am 

Dec 21:  10:30 am 

                     6:30 pm  

Maya Torres 

Donovan Rausch 

 

Cecelia Street 

Alan Manteufel 

Bart Nielsen 

 

Craig Thomas 

Lee Colby 

Blaine Henkel 

Lee Colby 

Dave Collingwood 

Colby/Collingwood 

Colby/Collingwood 

Dan & Peggy Dahms 

Rosemary Collingwood 

Volunteer Needed 

Kari Lindner 

Dec 24:  4:00 pm 

                    6:30 pm 

                    11:00 pm 

Dec 25:  9:00 am 

Dec 31:  5:00 pm 

Simon Kroes 

Melani Gast 

Dylan Kobs 

Levi Kroes 

Sydney Gast 

 

 

Alan Manteufel 

 

Alan Manteufel 

 

 

Ian Thomas 

 

Dan Siebert 

 

 

 

 

Tom Harrmann 

 

 

 

 

Betty Allen 

 

 

Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed 

Jean Zeinert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Help Needed 

Trinity is in dire need of volunteers to serve on our Altar Guild team. 

Tasks are: 

• Saturdays:  Set-up and reset the altar 

• Sundays:  Clean up communion and deliver flowers to a designated  

   member of Trinity  

Setting the Lord’s Table is truly an honor and blessing. Please contact 

Kari Lindner at (928) 279-7192 to become a member of our team. 

  

 



12/09 BILLINGS, Rev. Steven & Liz* 
12/15 VOIGT, William & Jennifer* 
12/17 SIEGEL, Scott & Amy 
12/18 MARKO, Judith & Leonard* 
 

 

Birthdays – December 2022

12/16 BECKER, Jean 
12/16 HAANEN, Carrie 
12/16 WEBBER, Noelle 
12/16 WILLIAMS, Nancy 
12/18 EMERY, Matthew 
12/18 PUES, Ella 
12/19 MIES, Donna 
12/19 SEIGEL, Scott 
12/20 HEYN, Carrie 
12/20 MANTEUFEL, Rebeka 
12/20 VOIGT, Henry 
12/26 MEIS, Jacob 
12/26 WHITE, Walker 
12/27 BOUCHARD, Dana 
12/28 BOUCHARD, Justin 
12/29 HENRICKSON, John 
12/29 MILSKE, Maxwell 
12/30 CALLAN, Isabelle 
12/31 BOLEN, Sally 
12/31 HEID, Joshua 
12/31 TURRELL, Jonah 

12/01 DEHNE, Jim 
12/01 NOLAN, Madeleine 
12/02 COLLINGWOOD, Joel 
12/02 MLODIK, Sarah 
12/04 REUNING, Abigail 
12/05 HURST, Brandon 
12/08 DAVILA, Alexis 
12/08 GAST, Sydney 
12/09 FROST, Sue 
12/10 MIES, Kevin 
12/10 RISKE, Karen 
12/11 POMERENKE, David Jr. 
12/11 PUES, Dane 
12/12 REINKE, Steve 
12/13 HIBBARD, Brenda 
12/13 KESTER, Thomas 
12/13 MEYER, Scott 
12/14 EIDE, Noah 
12/14 HEID, Jonathon 
12/15 BORGEN, Breanna 
12/15 BORGEN, Gina 
12/15 VITEK, Barbara 
 

Wedding Anniversaries – December 2022

 Trinity Membership Update  
 

New Members/Transfers In:               Released/Transfers Out:   

Baptisms:                                                       Weddings: 

Members Who Have Passed: Judy Krause – 11/8/2022 & Bill Ottow – 11/8/2022 
 

25For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will stand upon the earth. 26And after my skin has been thus 
destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. Job 19:25-26 
 

 

12/20 KRAUSE, Darrell & Vera 
12/27 BOUCHARD, Jeremy & Dana 
12/28 WUSSOW, Craig & Sandy 
 

 



BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES ENDING BALANCE
Nicolet General Fund $17,707.85 $90,497.70 ($90,516.71) $17,688.84

Nicolet Restricted Funds $136,406.02 $0.00 $0.00 $136,406.02

LCMS Endowment Fund $107,441.66 $0.00 $0.00 $107,441.66

LCEF Steward Fund $985.98 $7,690.74 ($7,581.02) $1,095.70

Nicolet Money Market $271,495.55 $33.97 ($30,000.00) $241,529.52

RBC Wealth $43,415.90 $0.00 $0.00 $43,415.90

Nicolet Memorial Fund $6,457.16 $0.00 $0.00 $6,457.16

Nicolet Office Acct $2,220.78 $300.21 $0.00 $2,520.99

Nicolet Debts Repaid $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Nicolet Think Tank $3,184.42 $0.00 $0.00 $3,184.42

Nicolet Scrip $6,819.28 $30,854.33 ($16,325.10) $21,348.51

TOTAL $596,134.60 $129,376.95 ($144,422.83) $581,088.72

LCEF Mortgage (BOTR) $950,719.78 (4,542.13) $946,177.65

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT OCTOBER 2022

From Trinity’s Scrip Committee – the promotion that we have been running on Kwik Trip Scrip at a 10% rebate has now 

concluded; we have sold out of these cards. Kwik Trip Scrip is now back to a 5% rebate.

However, we have an exciting new ongoing opportunity from Kwik Trip to let you know about – Kwik Trip is now offering a 

new, alternate “Grocery Only” Scrip card. This card can be used for all Grocery and Meals & Drinks to Go purchases at your 
local Kwik Trip. And this new Grocery Only card offers a 15% Scrip Rebate! This rebate is far greater than any you will find 

at area grocers, fast food restaurants, or coffee shops. Pick up your $25 “Grocery Only Kwik Trip” card with your next Scrip 
purchase; look for it on our In Stock Scrip Form.



December Newsletter 2022 Message 

Happy Anniversary! ……It was a year ago in November that our Congregation participated in the 

“Sharing God’s Blessings, Proclaiming His Gospel” meetings. In those sessions, members committed to 

two years of utilizing their God given gifts to serve God by serving others. Two-year financial pledges 

were also signed and sealed to keep the commitment between you and the Lord confidential. Your 

Board of Stewardship feels this one-year anniversary is a good halfway point to bring your attention 

to what the Holy Spirit has been doing with our time, talent, and gift commitments throughout this 

last year.   

1. He filled open positions on various Boards. 

2. He encouraged members to provide funding for air conditioning in the Sanctuary.   

3. He provided funding through memorials and gifts for much needed new roofs on our church and 

school buildings. 

4. He ensured new carpeting beautifies our Sanctuary and that new furniture updated our Narthex. 

5. He sent additional members to work at fundraisers and provided many needed items for those 

efforts. 

6. He provided supplies and cash donations for the Ladies Aid School kits and shipping costs. 

7. He continues to provide contributions and new volunteers for our Food Pantry. 

8. He called many new members to our Trinity family.   

9. He works to ensure growth in our Day School of students and staff.  

10. He continues exceeding our needs, allowing us to pay a staff we can never praise God enough for. 

Exciting news? And all God’s people say AMEN! 

I could go on and on listing blessings because there are many, many more but the most important 

thing for us to remember is how God provides when each of us commit to Him and then follow 

through with our promises. As we now head into year two of our commitments, the love and 

dedication we offer as members shows others that God is here at Trinity and using us to help build His 

Kingdom. We need to remain strong in Him and continue to work on our commitments, in thanks for 

His blessings to us. 

I do apologize if I did not mention a blessing that you feel is important. We would love to hear about it 

for future messages so please contact any member of the Board of Stewardship and let us know.  

Again…Happy Anniversary!!!  Your fellow members thank and praise God for your time, your talent, 

and your gifts and how you have shared them with your Trinity family this last year. 

Blessings on your day, week, and the year to come! 



CHRISTMAS IN THE 1990’S 

 

Trinity had a minor milestone this year that was missed due to the many other events we needed to recognize this 

fall.  Trinity has been a congregation for 165 years!  What started as a Neenah-Menasha church on Doty Island, 

very shortly became 2 churches named Trinity in the 2 cities.  

Trinity saw wars, a devastating mill fire that took 8 members, separation from its founding synod and let’s not 

forget the strong urge to teach our children in a Christ based school. She grew large enough to see the start of a 

sister church in Neenah, and later one in the town of Menasha, 

now called Fox Crossing. 

Pictures just surfaced dated 1990 with our unique Nativity scene 

and a decorating crew. Also found was the Angel tree donation list 

from 1994.  

The Board of Worship would like to revisit that time and display 

the Nativity, as it had been then, and to again dedicate the Chancel 

tree to the angel donors from 1994.   

We hope you enjoy the nostalgic visit as much as we did finding it. 

 

Christmas Blessings from  

The Board of Worship 
 

 
Ladies Aid Cookie & Candy Sale 
 
It is soon to be that time of year when we think of baking yummy cookies and making candy to share 
with family and friends. It is again time for the ladies of the congregation to help you out by offering 
their best creations at their Annual Cookie and Candy Sale.  The dates of the sale are the services 
the weekend of December 10th and 11th, December 14th, December 19th, & December 21st. The sale 
will be open before and after the services. 
 
 We also accept and greatly appreciate any donations of cookies or candies from those of you who 
love to bake and share your talents.  Just bring them directly to the narthex and we will sell them 
out of the container you bring them in.  All proceeds go for mission projects and Trinity Church and 
School projects. 
  
For questions call one of the officers of the Ladies Aid/LWML:  Carol Evensen (920-851-8239), Jane 
Stier (920-284-2937), Barbara Kester 920-722-3228), or Dottie Kraus (920-991-2705). 
 
 May God bless you and your family as we begin to prepare our hearts for the  
coming of the Crist Child.                                                                                                                               
  

 



92. In what ways does the triune God make
Himself known?

Catechetical Comments
A Series

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

This month we continue our look at The Apostles’ Creed and consider
the following questions: In what ways does the triune God make
Himself known? 

The Small Catechism continues its answer
to this question by saying:

C. Especially through the Holy Scriptures in
which God clearly reveals Himself and His gift
of salvation in Christ (revealed knowledge of
God).

It then offers the following Scripture passages
in support of this answer:

John 20:31 – These [acts of Jesus] are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in His name.

2 Tim. 3:15 – From childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus.

Heb. 1:1-2 – Long ago, at many times and in
many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days He has spoken
to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir
of all things, through whom also He created the
world.

The natural knowledge of God – knowledge
of God through natural revelation (the
existence of creation, the natural order of the
world and its systems, etc.) – can only go so far
in revealing God to His creation.  We can know 

by looking outside our window that everything
we see had to come from somewhere.  And
there is too much evidence as to order and
complexity in nature to deny that there had to
be a creative mind behind it all.  It is gross
foolishness to presume that everything in our
world arrived as we see it today through natural
processes alone.  This is a fantasy bordering
on insanity.

So, we can know from nature that there is a
god, but what we can’t know from nature is the
identity and nature of that god.  For this we
need special revelation from that Creator God,
telling us who He is, what His attitude is toward
us, what kind of relationship is possible
between us and Him, and how to go about
entering into that relationship.  This special
revelation is given to us in the divine Scriptures
of the Holy Bible.

The sacred writings contained in the Word
of God tell us of the mighty acts of God on our
behalf, especially His acts of creation and
redemption.  In the Bible God tells us how He
made the world (Gen. 1 & 2), that He loves us
(Jer. 31:3), and demonstrated all of this through
the saving work of Jesus Christ, His Son, who
entered into the created world, joined Himself
to it by becoming man, and fulfilled all of God’s
requirements for us by keeping the Law of God
perfectly in our stead.

None of this we would know if God had not
told us.  On top of this, He has sent His Holy
Spirit into the world to lead us into all truth.  He
truly loves us!  Hallelujah!  T

Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Senior Pastor



From the Principal 
How well Do You Know 

Your CHristmas 
Carols? 

 

matCH tHe title witH tHe lines from tHe song. 
 

 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 What Child Is This? 

 Love Came Down at Christmas 

 Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

 Jolly Old Saint Nicholas 

 We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 Carol of the Bells 

 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella 

 Pat-a-Pan 

 Sweet Little Jesus Boy 

 O Holy Night 

 Silver Bells 

 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 I’ll Be Home for Christmas 

 Away in the Manger 

 Sing We Now of Christmas 

 Angels, We Have Heard on High 

 Silent Night 

 Mary, Did You Know? 

 We Three Kings 

 O Come All Ye Faithful 

 Joy to the World 

 Little Drummer Boy 

 The Holly and the Ivy 

 Fum, Fum, Fum 

 Jingle Bells 

 White Christmas 

1. Good tidings we bring to you and your kin 

2. Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

3. Please have snow and mistletoe and presents on the tree 

4. Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day 

5. From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 

6. Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary 

7. The ox and lamb kept time 

8. Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light 

9. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 

10. The world, they treat you mean, they treat me mean, too 

11. And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains 

12. On December five and twenty 

13. From the eastern kingdoms come the wise men far 

14. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light 

15. Children laughing, people passing, greeting smile after smile 

16. The blind will see, the lame will walk, the dead will rise again 

17. O’er the fields we go, laughing all the way 

18. Star and angels gave the sign 

19. Peace on Earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled 

20. Treetops glisten & children listen to hear sleighbells in the snow 

21. Lean your ear this way 

22. The men of olden days gave the King of Kings their praise 

23. Behold, throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light 

24. He is Alpha & Omega, He the source, the ending He 

25. Let Earth receive her King! Let every heart prepare Him room 

26. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 

27. Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 

28. Beautiful is the mother! Hush! Hush! Beautiful is her Child! 

29. One seems to hear words of good cheer from everywhere 

30. The playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir 
 

merrY CHristmas 

tHanKs for being a part of tHe 
trinitY familY 

 
 

 

 
 



What’s happening around The School in December 
Dec. 1 4:30 PM Basketball Practice 

2:45 – 3:15 PM Electives 
Dec. 2 MIDTERMS 
Dec. 5 5:30 PM Adult Information 

Class 4 – 8 PM Tom’s 
Dec. 6 1:00 – 2:10 PM 3rd – 4th Y Water Safety 

4:45 & 5:45 PM Basketball Celebration, Appleton @ Celebration 
Dec. 7 5:15 PM Advent Meal 
 10:30 AM & 6:30 PM Advent Service  
Dec. 8 4:45 & 5:45 PM Basketball St. John @ St. John, Berlin 
Dec. 9 2:45 – 3:15 PM Electives 

Popcorn Friday 
Dec. 12 5:30 PM Adult Information Class 
Dec. 13 1:00 – 2:10 PM 3rd – 4th Y Water Safety 

4:14 & 5:15 PM Basketball Trinity Oshkosh @ Home 
Dec. 14 5:15 PM Advent Meal 

10:30 AM & 6:30 PM Advent Service 1st – 4th Grades 
Dec. 15 2:45 – 3:15 PM Electives 

4:45 & 5:45 PM Basketball New Hope @ Home 
Dec. 19 6:00 PM Christmas Service 3PS – K5 
Dec. 20 3:45 PM Basketball Practice 
Dec. 21 5:15 PM Advent Meal 

10:30 AM & 6:30 PM Advent Service 5th-8th Grades 
Dec. 22 Noon Dismissal/Caroling 
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3 NO SCHOOL 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM & 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Vesper 
11:00 PM Candlelight Worship 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day 9:00 AM Christmas Day Worship 
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 5 :00 PM New Years Eve Worship 
Jan. 1 New Years Day 9:00 AM New Years Day Worship 
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November 2022

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to Walter.Steele@lcms.org with the word 
ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line.

News from 
Rev. Dr. Walter & Robyn 
Steele

SteelesInAfrica.com

A Visit to Malawi

A NEW ENDEAVOUR!
• Walter will be busy 

coordinating the start up 
of a new seminary in 
Tanzania.

• This will be the first and 
only Confessional 
Lutheran Swahili 
language seminary in 
the country.

• He will be working 
closely with the 
leadership of the South 
East of Lake Victoria 
Diocese (SELVD) and 
with partners in The 
LCMS.

• Pray for him as he 
works together to 
establish this new 
school.

• Yes, he’s still at 
Matongo!

Pastor Davis Wowa, Dr. Steele & Vicar Vyson Makwaka

Visiting faithful, dedicated students during their internship assignments is an 
enjoyable part of the work on the mission field. Vyson Makwakwa is one such 
man. His course work is finished, and he is ready to be ordained as a pastor in 
the Confessional Lutheran Church—Malawi Synod (CLCMS). Yes, he passed 
his internship with flying colors! 

Vyson is the first Matongo-trained man in this church body. It has been my 
privilege to be his instructor and to advise him on this thesis. His studies were 
made possible by generous contributions from Christians like you. 

The CLCMS is a growing church body, which is committed to being faithful to 
the Word of God. It was a joy, not only to visit Vyson, but also to spend three 
days with Rev. Davis Wowa, the Executive Chairman of the CLCMS. We 
discussed the challenges they face and the joys of preaching the pure Gospel of 
Jesus, so that people hear the message of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
in Christ. 

The Congregation gathers for a photo after church

It was a joyful Sunday as 
we gathered to hear Vyson 
proclaim the Gospel. Rev. 
Wowa made sure Vyson 
conducted the entire service 
as well so I could evaluate 
him properly. (I wasn’t 
concerned, But it was a 
good call!) Pray that God 
raises up more men like him 
for the CLCMS.

mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
mailto:walter.Steele@lcms.org
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KIDS ARE CUTE 
EVERYWHERE!
It doesn’t matter where you 
go, kids are cute. These 
three children greeted me 
with the biggest smiles as I 
visited the poorer areas of 
Mzuzu, Malawi.  

They don’t have all the 
advantages that American 
kids enjoy. Yet, they delight 
in being greeted  by a pastor.  

A friendly greeting may 
become one of the keys to 
them seeing the Church as a 
welcoming community. 

Please pray for the youth of 
the Church worldwide. Jesus 
loves and values children. 
So does his church. 

Remember, you can help us continue to teach 
future church workers here in Africa  
 by your prayers and financial support at: 
 lcms.org/givenow/steele 
  Or at the world-famous Mission Central 

   MISSION CENTRAL 

   40718 Highway E-16 

   Mapleton IA 51034 

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Walter & Robyn Steele, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Walter & Robyn Steele.” 
Gifts can also be given securely online 
through the LCMS website, on my 
online giving page at lcms.org/Steele.

Youth are the future of the Church. I guess that goes 

without saying. But the statement isn’t really correct. 

The Church doesn’t merely need young people. The key 

to the future for the Church in Africa, in America, in 

fact, everywhere is this: The Church needs youth who 

are well-grounded in the Word of God. Teaching 

children is a major job for a Lutheran pastor.  

During my Saturday visit to Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Mzuzu, Malawi, I saw and heard Vyson engage 

the youth in a deep discussion of the Christian Faith. 

Using the Small Catechism and the Bible, he asked 

questions and received answers; he was asked questions, 

and led them into God’s Word for the answers. 

Vyson credits the teaching he received at Matongo for 

his understanding of the Gospel. We know it is the Holy 

Spirit, who will continue to guide him as he studies.

Youth are the future of the Church.

Vyson teaching the 
Catechism Saturday 
afternoon.
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