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Important Dates 
 

• All events will be re-
schedule after the Coro-
navirus quarantine is 

lifted. 

• At the moment of pub-
lishing this newsletter, 
the scheduled date for 
lifting the quarantine is 
April 24th.  This may 
change as that date ap-
proaches, depending on 
the virus situation at the 

time.  

• In the meantime, ser-
vices are available for 
live-streaming on Face-
book and for later view-
ing on YouTube.  Check 
the church website for 

more details. 

 

 

April 2020 

Our Mission Statement: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church & School, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran 
Christians being empowered by the Holy Spirit through the Word of 
God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both 
adults and children in the redemptive work of  Jesus Christ, while     
sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior. 

Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Steven S. Billings 

 
Assoc. Pastor/Principal: 

Rev. Keith E. GeRue 
 

Choir Director: 
Mr. Tim Reuning 

♪ 
Organist: 

Mrs. Nancy Lephart 
♪ 

Trinity Camping Weekend  August 21-23, 2020 

at Wild West Campground & Corral. 8 miles west of Waupaca on Hwy 54. Check them out at 
http://www.wildwestcampground.com Look over their campsite map, Sites #3 - #13 have been 
set aside for us to reserve (site #3 is more of a tenting site) Anyone with longer campers (over 
30ft total length) sites 15 - 19 may be available Don’t have a camper or tent?  There is a RV avail-
able for rental and they also Have a sleeping cabin available for rent. To make your Reservation, 
contact Wild West Campground & Corral at (715) 824-5112 and let them know you like to a res-
ervation for the Trinity Menasha Group on August 21-23. If you would like more information 
about the campground or the area contact Roger or Merry Voigt - 725-9908. 

Due to the Covid-19 quarantine, all Holy  

Week services and events will be 

postponed until such time as the 

quarantine is lifted. 

Easter Worship  
   Will be rescheduled after the quarantine. 

Thank you to 

I want to express my sincere gratitude for all of you who have been prayer warriors on behalf of 
my wife Dianne and me during our recent illnesses and surgeries. After months of struggles we 
are now on the road to improved health. I want to especially thank Pastor Billings who came to 
visit us when we were hospitalized in November and January. I also want to thank the Thursday 
Morning Men’s Bible Study group for keeping my chair warm even though I’m no longer able to 
attend. God’s Word is true when it says that the prayers of the faithful have power.  
Larry Olsen 
 

 
A gift was given to Sanctuary Windows in memory of Ruth Bartelme. 

 



Serving Our Lord with Gladness- April 2020 
 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Steven S. Billings, Associate Pastor/Principal:  Rev. Keith E. GeRue 
Elders of the Month: 5pm Alan Manteufel 9am Craig Thomas 

Altar Guild of the Month: Sandy Meyer & . 

Worship 
Date/Time 

Acolyte 
Serving 

Elder on Duty/ 
Comm. Assistant Greeters Lectors 

Ushering 
Crew 

Apr 1   10:30am 
             6:30pm 

None None None 
Pastor 
Pastor 

None 

Apr 4      5pm 
      5      9:am 

None None None 
Pastor 
Pastor 

None 

Apr 9    10:30am 
             6:30pm 

None None None 
Pastor 
Pastor 

None 

Apr 10    12pm 
              6:30pm 

None 
None 

 
None 

Pastor  
Pastor 

None 

Apr 11      5pm 
       12   6:30am 
       12      9am 

None None None 
Pastor 
Pastor 
Pastor 

None 

Apr 18     5pm 
       19    9am 

None None None 
Pastor 
Pastor 

None 

Apr 25    5pm 
       26   9am 

Braelyn Boss 
Eve Rausch 

A. Manteufel/ T. Drum 
C. Thomas/ S. Sexmith 

Volunteer 
Volunteer 

Sandra Guiley 
Jan Bathke 

Harrmann 
Reinke/ Weinig 

 

What is a Palm 

The palm branch is a symbol of victory, triumph, peace, and eternal life originating in the ancient Near East and Mediterranean world. The 
palm Phoenix was sacred in Mesopotamian religions, and in ancient Egypt represented immortality. In Judaism, the lulav, a closed frond of the date 
palm is part of the festival of Sukkot. A palm branch was awarded to victorious athletes in ancient Greece, and a palm frond or the tree itself is one 
of the most common attributes of Victory personified in ancient Rome. In Christianity, the palm branch is associated with Jesus' Triumphal Entry 
on Palm Sunday, when, according to John's gospel, "they took palm branches and went out to meet Him" (12:13 HCSB). Consequently, palms are 
not mentioned in any of the other three canonical gospel accounts. The palm has meaning in Christianity as well Christian iconography to represent 
victory, i.e., the victory of the spirit over the flesh, Revelation 7:9. Since a victory signals an end to a conflict or competition, the palm developed 
into a symbol of peace, a meaning it can have in Islam, where it is often associated with Paradise. The palm appears on several flags or seals 
representing countries or other places, with the coconut palm associated with the tropics. 

Palm Sunday, also known as "Passion Sunday," marks the week that leads to Christ's suffering, death, and resurrection. It is called "Palm 
Sunday" because of what happened during this time in history. Matthew 21:1-11 tells us that Christ has His triumphal entry to Jerusalem on this 
day: "Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go 
into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them." All this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying: "Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.'" So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set 
Him on them. And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!' Hosanna in the highest!" And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?" So the multitudes 
said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."" You might notice that palms aren't specifically mentioned anywhere in the passage. 
Well, John 12:13 tells us that the "branches from the trees" that were cut at the time are actually palm branches: 
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From the School Principal 
 
Well, another month has gone by. A lot has changed. But a lot has also stayed the same. And most 
importantly, our Lord has not changed, His love has not changed, His mercy and faithfulness have not 
changed - and never will! In uncertain times, He is our certainty. In fearful times, He is our confidence. In 
troubled times, He is our refuge. And at all times, He is our Father and we His children, for whom He will never 
stop caring. Good news, in a world without a lot of that right now. 
 
I read an interest quote the other day . . . 
Clare Foges, a columnist for the London Times, compared our obsession for all coronavirus-related news and 
social media posts to “glugging saltwater to release ourselves of thirst: initially comforting, ultimately 
counterproductive.” 
 
If you are dying of thirst and drink salt water, it will kill you. Drinking salt water actually makes you more thirsty 
and you will die of thirst! 
 
If you find yourself drowning in coronavirus news, growing in fear and worry, and thinking this is going to wipe 
out humanity - turn the news off! Stay informed, but don’t over-indulge. Be wise, be safe, be smart, and be 
careful, but do not fear. Your Lord is with you. 
 
So instead of obsessing, do something else! Exercise. That will help you feel better and clear your mind. Do a 
puzzle. Clean the house. Play a game. You might even be able to do this virtually, depending on the game, 
and even face-to-face via video. You can join me Wednesdays at 10:30 am or 6:30 pm and Saturdays at 5:00 
pm or Sundays at 9:00 am to watch worship at Trinity on Facebook live instead of watching the news at lunch. 
But if you find yourself drowning in fear and worry, don’t stay there! Get up. Move. Do something different. 
 
Fulfill your vocations as parents and students and trust in the Lord who is more powerful, more knowledgeable, 
and more able than we. Rest in His peace. 
 
If you need anything, please let me know! Do not hesitate to ask. We want to help you through this time. We 
have folks who will get items you need, food pantry to help those in need, and whatever else you need, we’ll do 
our best. 
 
Remember to check trinitymenasha.com for all the latest news and information you need about church. Also 
check out all the resources that are there for you - sermons, devotions, and more!  
 
Next week I will do a morning devotion at 8:30 am Monday-Friday (this will be on my facebook page.) 
 
We’re going to get through this. And we’ll be stronger when we do. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your 
heart take courage; wait for the Lord (Psalm 27:14)! 
 
Pastor GeRue 
 

Midweek Series: Preparing for Easter 

April 1 – 10:30 am & 6:30 pm – “Walking through the Fire” Daniel 3:1-30; The Passion, part 5 

 

April 9 – 10:30 am & 6:30 pm “Not a Lifeless Calf - A Living Lamb” Exodus 24:3-11; Hebrews 9:11-22; 

Matthew 26:17-30 

 

April 10 – 6:30 pm – “Love So Amazing, So Divine” Isaiah 52:13-53:12; 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; John 19:17-30 

 

April 12 – 9:00 am – “The Angel and the Word of Life” Matthew 28:1-10 (Acts 10:34-43; Exodus 15:1b 

[Introit]) 



      

    

     Bruce Bengtson 
 

 

in Recital (Organ!) 
 

 

        at Trinity Lutheran Church 

       300 Broad Street 

Menasha WI 

 

    18 May 2020 

       7:00 pm 
 

 

            This recital is a Fundraising Event to aid in the upkeep of the organ and piano.  

            A Freewill Offering will be taken at the recital to go to  

      the Organ Maintenance Fund. 

 

 

         Handicap Accessible
 



Dear Congregation. 

The board of worship has been researching the cost and use of flowers on the Altar.  After the price 

increase last year, we noticed a drop in the number of people donating bouquets. We have always 

charged a few dollars more to cover those weekends that flowers weren’t requested and that has been 

reflected in the bulletin (Altar Flowers Have Been Given –- To the Glory of God by the Altar Guild).  That 

fund is depleting faster since the increase.  Many options have been explored and we have come to the 

following thoughts. 

Those who wish to enhance our Altar with flowers will still be able to with the following options: flowers 

from your garden or have been purchased from the place of your choice. You may request Altar Guild to 

do the purchasing and arranging.  A few members are willing to do this. (some of those types of 

bouquets have already appeared on our altar). 

A signup chart is currently located in the bathroom hall and will be used in the future.  The proposed 

changes are aimed to start June 1st. More information will be coming as to how to inform the office of 

your donation, where to find vases and liners, the height of bouquets under the cross and other 

pertinent information. 

Please direct any inquiries or comments to the Board of Worship: Elaine Weinig, Sally Bolen, Beth 

Wohlrabe, Kari Lindner, Chantay Peterson or Val Dehne. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped to enhance our worship service with past flower donations. 

Elaine Weinig  

Director Board of Worship 
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 ACROSS 

1. the Pinnacle  

  Celebration! …Ever!! 

3. The Creator; I AM; The  

  Three-in-One Almighty 

5. a holy person; includes 

  those who have gone  

  before us 

7. we celebrate this saint  

  on 25 April 

9. a Hymn of Praise! x 

11. opposite of Large 

13. “I am the __ of Life,  

  he who come to Me  

  shall not hunger ….” e –  

  Jesus said that!  

15. Jesus said, “I am the  

  __, the Truth & the Life” 

16. on Easter, we  

  celebrate Jesus’ ___  

  from the dead! 

19. the bundle Jesus had  

  to carry thru the streets  

  on the way to Golgotha 

22. in communion, we  

  drink wine, which is also  

  Jesus’ ___ 

23. feeling of having  

  done a wrong or  

  committed an offense 

24. Gradual for Lent:  

  Come, __ us fix our eyes  

  on Jesus, the author and  

  perfector of our lives; who  

  for the joy set before him  

  endured the cross scorn- 

  ing in shame, & sat down  

  at the right hand of God. 

26. Judas __ Jesus to the  

  chief priests (for 30  

  pieces of silver) 

27. travel by airplane 

28. Post Script 

31. God, the ___ 33A 

33. God, the 31A  ___ 

35. as sheep, our Leader  

  has ___ us to green  

  pastures (& continues) 

36. God, who created  

  everything 

38.  3.1416… 

39. a pronoun 

40. “My ___ is built on  

  nothing less than Jesus’  

  22A & righteousness” e 

43. at Trinity we have the  

  best ___ in the LCMS (or  

   anywhere!) because our  

  pastors have a special gift 

45. I don’t think there’s a 

  __ happening at Trinity  

  during April, do you?  
  (craft, cookies, goodies,  

  bread, soup, clothes,…) 

47. what happened to  

  Jesus on Good Friday  

  aftn? 

48. during communion,  

  we are offered wine in  

  the common and  

  individual ___ 



49. a yellow spring  

  flower with a ruffly  

  edge 

51. God, the Son 

53. a watch, staying  

  awake keeping watch  

  for something … like  

  Jesus’ rising from the  

  dead …? Yes!! ☺    † 

54. we were released  

  from bondage when  

  Jesus rose from the  

  dead 

 

DOWN 

1. a small oval thing used  

  at 1A to employ a hunt;  

  hide the __s, search &  

  fill your basket 

2. it’s fun to read & re- 

  read the ___ of Jesus’  

  life, death & resurrect- 

  tion – our rescue from  

  Death! 

3. the __ prices keep 

  going lower & lower!  

  $1.45/gallon now!) 

4. when Jesus died, the  

  ___ grew dark (in the  

  afternoon) 

5. how many Sundays  

  are there in the Easter  

  Season 

6. the third day Mary  

  went to the __ where  

  they lay Jesus, but it  

  was empty!! ☺ 

8. that “A” word we put 

away during Lent … AND 

bring out and sing on 

Easter!! ©  x 

10. what month is this? 

12. on ___ Thursday we  

  celebrate the dinner  

  that Jesus & his disci- 

  ples had (he initiated    

  eucharist) 

14. to take property un- 

  lawfully by using force 

15. the seven days of  

  Jesus’ torment before  

  his Triumphant Day –  

  31A ____ 

17. an early spring flower  

  (with a bulb), very  

  colorful 

18. use (it’s a gift!) 

20. opposite of NEW 

21. it’s possible to do a  

  Bible ___ anywhere,  

  including home do it! ☺ 

22. during communion,  

 “Take, eat; this is the __  

  of the Lord”  

25. Jesus died on ___  

  Friday 

26. “the Lord is my __ I’ll 

  not want; He makes me  

  down to lie in pastures  

  green…” x 

27. “This is the___ of vic- 

  tory for our God! 8D” e 

29. we’re in this season! 

30.  a white spring flower  

  with large flowy petals  

  popular for Easter 

32. I love Jesus! This is  

  most certainly ___. 

34. the disciple who  

  didn’t believe that Jesus  

  had risen from the dead  

  – he wanted to touch him 

37. “By __ I’m saved …  

  Since I am saved by __ 

  alone.” x (LSB566) 

41. a ball of smoke 

42. this was the reason  

  for 44D 

44. Jesus had holes in his  

  hand(s) and ___ from  

  being on the cross 

45. when Jesus was on the  

  cross, he asked if his  

  Father would ___ him  

  from tragedy … but he  

  died AND rose from the  

  dead instead! 

46. remember: we are to  

  ___ one another, even  

  our enemies 

47. what Jesus did on the  

  cross (for us!) 

50. shorten “average” 

52. take a little drink 

 

 

When we commune, Pastor says, “Take this 13A, and eat the 22D of the Lord. And drink this wine, the 22A of 

51A.” 

We worship the Trinity: 3A the 36A, the Son (51A), and the 31A  33



BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES ENDING BALANCE

Nicolet General Fund $33,053.74 $66,024.82 -$84,675.54 $14,403.02

Nicolet Restricted Funds $137,120.35 $955.80 -$542.68 $137,533.47

LCMS Endowment Fund $110,973.98 $0.00 $0.00 $110,973.98

LCEF Steward Fund $3,463.52 $6,852.37 -$7,414.10 $2,901.79

Nicolet Estate Plan Fund $29,464.54 $4.18 -$12,000.00 $17,468.72

RBC Account $46,760.14 $0.00 $0.00 $46,760.14

Nicolet Memorial Fund $8,757.74 $0.00 $0.00 $8,757.74

Nicolet Office Acct $1,432.42 $0.00 $0.00 $1,432.42

Nicolet Debts Repaid $8,284.52 $0.00 $0.00 $8,284.52

Nicolet Think Tank $3,180.64 $0.00 $0.00 $3,180.64

Nicolet Scrip $18,885.71 $0.00 $0.00 $18,885.71

TOTAL $401,377.30 $73,837.17 -$104,632.32 $370,582.15

LCEF Mortgage (BOTR) $1,087,356.65 $1,083,906.77

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT FEB 2020



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Online Schooling 

10:30am Worship Online 
5pm Catechism Online 
5:15pm Dinner Canceled 

6:30pm Worship Online 
7:30pm Choir Canceled 

2 
6am Bible St. Canceled 

Online Schooling 
Alpha Canceled 

3 
Online Schooling 

4 
9:00am Food Pantry 

5pm Worship Online 

9am Worship Online 
10:30am Ed. Hour 

Canceled 

 

6 

Pastor Billings’ Day Off 
Online Schooling 

Sewing Day Canceled 
4:00pm Ad. Class Canceled 

6:30pm Prayer Canceled 
6:30pm Bible St. Canceled 

 

 

7 
Online Schooling 

6:30am Bible St. Canceled 

Board Meetings Canceled 

8 
Online Schooling 

Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences Canceled 

5pm Catechism Online 
7:30pm Choir Canceled 

 

9 
Online Schooling 

Maundy Thurs. Online 
6am Bible St. Canceled 

10:30am Worship Online 

Alpha Canceled 
6:30pm Worship Online 

 
 

10 
Good Friday 

No School—Easter 
Break 

11am Cross Walk 
Canceled 

Noon-3pm Tre Ore 
Online 

6:30pm Tenebrae Online 

11 
No Worship 

5pm-11pm Easter Vigil 

12 
Easter Sunday 

6:30am Worship Online 
7:30am Easter Breakfast 

Canceled 
 9am Worship Online 

13 
Pastor Billings’ Day Off 

No School—Easter Break 

Sewing Day Canceled 
6:30pm Prayer Canceled 

6:30pm Bible St. Canceled 

14 
Online Schooling 

6:30am Bible St. Canceled 

Board of Dir. Canceled 
 

15 
Tax Day 

Online Schooling 
10:30am Bib. St. Canceled 

7:00pm Choir Canceled 

16 
Online Schooling 

6:00am Bible St. Canceled 

Alpha Canceled  

17 
Online Schooling 

18 
5:00pm Worship Online 

19 
Second Sunday of Easter 

9am Worship Online 
10:30am Ed. Hour 

Canceled 
 

20 
Pastor Billings’ Day Off 

Online Schooling 
Sewing Day Canceled 

6:30pm Prayer Canceled 
6:30pm Bible St. Canceled 

21 
Online Schooling 

6:30am Bible St. Canceled 

6:30pm Ladies Aid 
Canceled 

22 
Online Schooling 

5pm Catechism Online 
Accreditation Meeting 

Canceled 

23 
Online Schooling 

6am Bible St. Canceled 
4:30pm Craft Fair Mtg. 

Canceled 
Alpha Canceled 

24 
Online Schooling 

25 
9am Food Pantry 

5pm Worship 

26 
Third Sunday of Easter 

9am Worship 
10:30am Ed Hour 

Alpha Event Canceled 

27 
Pastor Billings’ Day Off 

Sewing Day 
6:30pm Prayer Time 

6:30pm Women’s Bible 

28 
6:30am Ladies Bible 

29 
5:00pm Catechism 

8:45am Chapel 

30 
6pm Alpha 
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4/6    BURROWS, Richard & Nancy 
4/14  Voigt, Roger & Mary 
4/16  Weinig, Lee & Elaine 
 

4/21  Bricco-Tobin, & Sherry 
4/26  ERDMANN, Franklin & Shirley 
4/28  BARTELME, David & Deborah 
 

  
                                                                                                                          
 
                                                                                                       
 

 

                  
  

4/1   WIECK, Jordon 
4/2   ECKRICH, Linda 
4/2   SPHATT, Margrit 
4/3   ALLIET, Joan 
4/3   WENDLER, Logan 
4/4   GODWIN, Michael 
4/4   REICHERT, Brian 
4/4   SOKEL, Ann 
4/5   MORGAN, Phyllis 
4/6   PEOTTER, Diane 
4/6   RALEIGH, George 
4/8   EATON, Keith 
4/8   KNISELY, Skyler 

4/9   GUILEY, Marc 
4/10  HAAG, Brian 
4/10  KOSLOSKI, Rose 
4/11  DRUM, Judi 
4/11  KEMPF, Roger 
4/12  PUES, Vance 
4/13  BAHRNS, Elizabeth 
4/13  SCHWERBEL, Irene 
4/13  WENDLER, Bethany 
4/14  JOERNDT, David 
4/15  DANIELS, Anna 
4/15  LAVINO, Michael 
4/15  SMITH, Bentley 

4/17  POMERENKE, Norbert 
4/20  BOSS, Nathaniel 
4/22  ZEINERT, Jean 
4/23  BORGEN, Brad 
4/24  HENRICKSON, Kimberly 
4/24 WITTMANN, Kyle 
4/25  LINDNER, Kari 
4/26  MLODIK, Ariel 
4/26  SOKEL, Sophia 
4/27  KAMPRATH, Kenneth 
4/29  REUNING, Jackie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

 WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

 Trinity Membership Update  
 

         New Members/Transfers In: None                          Released/Transfers Out:  None      
        Baptisms:  None                                                      Weddings:   None          
                                  Members Who Have Passed: Ruth Bartelme  

25For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth.  26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in 
my flesh I shall see God.  Job 19:25-26 

 BIRTHDAYS  

 

What is Maundy Thursday 

 

Maundy Thursday (also known as Holy Thursday, Covenant Thursday, Great and Holy Thursday, Sheer Thursday, 
and Thursday of Mysteries, among other names) is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. It 
commemorates the Washing of the Feet (Maundy) and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the Apostles, as described 
in the canonical gospels.  

It is the fifth day of Holy Week, preceded by Holy Wednesday (Spy Wednesday) and followed by Good 
Friday. "Maundy" comes from the Latin word mandatum, or commandment, reflecting Jesus' words "I give you a 
new commandment." The day comes always between March 19 and April 22, inclusive, and will vary according to 
whether the Gregorian calendar or the Julian calendar is used. Eastern churches generally use the Julian system. 

Maundy Thursday initiates the Easter Triduum, the period which commemorates the passion, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus; this period includes Good Friday and Holy Saturday, and ends on the evening of 
Easter. The Mass of the Lord's Supper or service of worship is normally celebrated in the evening, when Friday 
begins according to Jewish tradition, as the Last Supper was held on the feast of Passover, according to the 
three Synoptic Gospels.  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Week
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Triduum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Saturday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_of_the_Lord%27s_Supper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover
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                                       The newsletter of Amanda Groshek 

Year 3                              March 2020 

Hello from Hungary!  

At the end of February, students both at my school and also at the 

kollégium celebrated Farsang, a holiday similar to Carnival or Fat Tuesday, 

which happens close to the beginning of Lent. At school, the students 

eagerly anticipate dressing up in costumes, music, dancing, and food. Here 

in Hungary, donuts are a traditional Farsang sweet. They are usually filled 

with a thick jam and rolled in sugar. The kollégium also holds a dance. 

However, before modern music was put on, there was a short folk dance 

performance followed by a chance for students and staff to learn a few 

traditional Hungarian folk dance steps. I joined in, along with some of the 

other girls who come to English Circle on Monday evenings. It was a lot of 

fun!  

My kindergarten students and I have been telling the story of the Ten 

Plagues in class. As I tell the story along with pictures, the kids enjoy 

jumping in with Pharaoh’s line, “NO!” when Moses and Aaron say, “God 

says, ‘Let My people go.’” I remind them that God was with His people 

then, and that He goes with us today, too.  

As one of my fourth graders led his classmates in prayer the other 

morning, he prayed, “Thank you that we don’t have the coronavirus.” My 

students are all more comfortable thanking God for things as they lead 

their classmates in prayer than they are asking God for things. This isn’t 

necessarily bad. We all have so much to be thankful for, even in these 

uncertain times. At the end of the prayer, I added, “Please be with those 

who are sick right now.” As of Friday evening, all face to face classes have 

been suspended and we will start holding classes online this week.  

Several of my coworkers have asked me if I am worried about the 

coronavirus. “I just don’t know what to think,” one of them said. “In life we 

don’t always know,” I agreed, “but God knows.” 

 

 

 

 

For more stories about life here in Hungary, check out my blog at: https://calledtogosite.wordpress.com/ 

Top: International Women’s day 

is a big celebration here. Students 

often bring flowers or chocolate 

for their women teachers.  

 

Middle: Some of my 2a students 

with me on my middle name 

Name Day.   

 

Bottom: The evening sky, big 

Lutheran church and my school 

on the way to choir practice one 

Sunday. 
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I am reminded of the hymn, “I Know Who Holds Tomorrow”:  

Many things about tomorrow 

I don’t seem to understand  

But I know who holds tomorrow  

And I know who holds my hand.  

In this time of uncertainty, we can remember that God continues to walk with us. 

Even if we don’t know what the future holds, we can be certain that God knows. 

And just like my students, we can focus on the things we have that we are thankful 

for.  

I hope that you and your families are safe and well. As always, please feel free to 

let me know if you have any questions or simply want to say ‘Hi.’  

 

Peace, ������� 

 

 

Although it seems like a ways away still, July will be 

here before we know it! I’m starting to put together 

my summer speaking schedule for this year. If your 

church is interested in hearing about how God is 

working in Hungary and also about things that God 

is doing in Ukraine, please let me know. I am 

always happy to be able to share! Similarly, if you 

want to meet one on one or in a small group, 

please let me know.  

Also, whether I’m in Hungary or in the States, I’m 

always happy to Skype with congregations or 

groups and share about how God is at work in 

Central Europe!  

 

Please prayerfully consider partnering with me 

in God’s mission here in Hungary. You can learn 

more and give online at:  

https://missionofchrist.org/service/groshek-

amanda/ 

 

Prayer Requests:  

 

- The coronavirus is effecting people everywhere, whether it’s 

knowing someone with the virus or school closures, etc. I am 

thankful that although schools are switching to online classes in 

Hungary, there have only been around 12 reported cases in the 

country and things are still fairly normal. Please pray for healing 

for those who are sick, please pray for the continued health of 

those who are currently healthy, and please pray for teachers and 

students here as we transition into online classes, which will be 

new for everyone.  

 

Some pictures from the Farsang 

festivities held by the 1st through 4th 

graders at my school in February.  



Isaiah 43:1-3a: “But now thus says

the LORD, he who created you, O

Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:

‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I

have called you by name, you are

mine. When you pass through the

waters, I will be with you; and

through the rivers, they shall not

overwhelm you; when you walk

through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.

For I am the LORD your God, the Holy

One of Israel, your Savior.’”

A Special Note from Pastor Billings
Regarding the Covid-19 Pandemic

These are difficult times for all of us,
especially those of us who benefit from the
gathering together around the Word and
Sacraments of Christ.  We long to be together,
but for a time cannot.  It is a sadness, an
emptiness that we feel as brothers and sisters
in Christ.

Here at Trinity, we are doing our best to
continue ministry under these challenging
circumstances, using technology to share the
Word and Worship of our Savior.  This presents
its own challenges, as not all of you have
access to the Internet.  I encourage you to look
into what may be done to gain such access, but
I understand that for some, that is just not
feasible.

Worship Services

For those of you with Internet, you may
already be aware that we are streaming our
services to Facebook and then sharing them to
YouTube.  You may find the services at the
usual times on our church Facebook page:

http://tiny.cc/TrinityFacebook

The videos may be viewed after the fact on
YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/user/Crownbearer

If you require printed materials instead, we
will be more than happy to provide them. 
Simply let us know and we will get those
materials to you, most likely through the mail.

Daily Operations

As far as day-to-day operations, there’s not
a lot going on.  At this point – and this may
need to change – Beth is in the office from
8:00am–Noon every day.  She is taking Scrip
orders and can meet you at the door to hand
them to you.  Only select essential people are

being allowed in the building by order of
Emergency Order #12 of the State Department
of Health Services.  While it grieves me deeply,
out of respect for the governing authorities
(Rom. 13:1-2) and love for our neighbor (5th

Commandment), we will comply with this order
to the best of our ability.

In so far as you’re able, please follow the
travel restrictions and only venture out when
you need to, practicing social distancing when
you are out.  As of this writing, there are 100
new cases of Covid-19 every day in the State
of Wisconsin.  Nearly 20,000 people have died
worldwide from this thing, 700 right here in
America.

So, please be careful and stay safe and
healthy.  Hopefully, by next month we’ll be
looking at this crisis in the rearview mirror.  If
not, we know the Lord will see us through until
such time as this pestilence is finally passed. T

Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings

Senior Pastor
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Spent time with friends in Arizona! Beautiful Feet Missions 

Conference: LBT Dinner  

Formella  
411 

 

 
 

 

In him was life, and that 
life was the light of all 

mankind. 
~ John 1:4 (NIV) 

Greeting 

I arrived back in Sierra Leone on January 18th! Hannah 

Brown, missionary kid teacher to my LBT colleagues the 

Wagners, was there to pick me up from the airport. All my 

bags arrived, including the bacon, cheddar cheese, cheese 

curds, and pepperonis; you can take the girl out of the 

Midwest, but you can’t take the Midwest out of the girl.  

The next day we drove to the city I live in, Bo. Upon 

entering the house, we discovered that the water wasn’t 
working, my generator battery was dead, and some of my 

lights/outlets weren’t working. There are plenty of these 

challenges in Sierra Leone, and the benefit is that having 

people come fix things is less complicated. The guards 

brought up water from the outdoor faucet that was 

working fine and filled up a barrel. The generator 

mechanic came within a short time to get the generator 

started to get the battery charging (he has come on short 

notice a few times now). And the plumber/electricians 

came the following day. No calling of companies to get 

someone to come. The training available here isn’t the 
same as in the States though, so sometimes things take 

multiple attempts to fix. Each culture has its blessings and 

challenges. 

After unpacking and running errands, Hannah and I met 

the Wagners at a beach on Banana Island to spend time 

together and enjoy the beauty of Sierra Leone. On this trip 

I also picked up the barrel I shipped a couple months ago. 

Plenty of small adventures for my first few weeks, and 

now I am settled in at home and in the office. 

Leave-taking 

The last few months in the United States included many 

presentations in Wisconsin, Indiana, Dallas, Arizona, 

California, Nebraska, and Colorado. It has also been 

filled with education. Every other year, hundreds of the 

Bible translation community from all around the world 

come together for the Bible Translation Conference in 

Dallas, TX. I was able to learn a lot from others working 

in similar jobs, I was inspired by innovative ideas, and I 

was motivated to learn more. I also was able to attend a 

workshop for the translation software we use called 

Paratext. The timing for the workshop was helpful 

because they just released a new version that has many 

new features and resources. 

I was able to be home for the holidays this season! I 

enjoyed the celebrations with friends in Sierra Leone 

the last two years, and I was excited to be with family 

this year. I have two nephews I had to spoil!  

After the new year, I was officially commissioned as a 

Lay Minister (church worker in the Luther Church – 

Missouri Synod (LCMS)) and officially called by Lutheran 

Bible Translators. This doesn’t change my work in Sierra 
Leone, it mostly changed my status in the LCMS and 

allows me to work for congregations or organizations 

recognized by the LCMS in the future.  

In less official news, I have also received my blue belt at 

the martial arts school I attended. I learned a lot and it 

has helped me to learn exercise consistency. 
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Mende Minute 

Nga siɛgbua lɔ Ndemɔi ma a  nya  lii  gbi;  

 I give thanks will Lord.the to with my heart all 

 

nga bi   gabande   yengeisia  gbi  hugɛ  lɔ.  
I your  wonderful  works  all present will.   

Free Translation: I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I will present all your wonderful 

works. 

~ Psalm 9:1 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Family 
Wedding 

Staying in touch:  

Email address: amy.formella@lbt.org 

Facebook Group: Formella 411 

Snapchat & Instagram: amy.jean27 

Website: 

http://amyformella.wixsite.com/amyonthefield 

I look forward to hearing from you! 

Bible Translation Conference 

Financial Support: 

Send checks designated for ‘Amy Formella’ to: 

Lutheran Bible Translators 

PO Box 789 

Concordia MO 64020 

Or you can go online at:  

http://lbt.org/project/amy-formella 

Thank you for your continued support! I wouldn’t 
be in this beautiful country without you! 

LWML! Banana Island Back in Sierra Leone! 

http://amyformella.wixsite.com/amyonthefield
http://lbt.org/project/amy-formella
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To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to Robyn.Steele@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line.

Musings from 

MATONGO
NEWS FROM REV. DR. WALTER & ROBYN STEELE

SteelesInAfrica.com

Grace and Coffee Beans

STEELES IN AFRICA

Did you know that:

—The gospel is spreading 
fast in Africa?

—But most pastors here 
cannot properly distinguish 
the law from the Gospel?

—By learning Swahili we 
will be better able to help 
them clearly to proclaim the 
Gospel of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ?

—We are part of a team of 
men and women of the 
LCMS that serve alongside 
the churches of East Africa?

—The LCMS is respected 
h e r e f o r o u r c l e a r 
confession of the Faith?

—You are just as much a 
part of the team by your 
prayers and support?

—Yes, you are!

Grace works at Masumbo Camp, where we attend language school. 
One of the things Grace does here is sort the coffee beans. She makes 
sure that any bad beans are discarded. Who would ever want them 
anyway? Then she grades the rest based on size and quality. The good 
ones go into one container and the best into another. Then they are 
properly dried and made ready to be roasted. Masumbo Camp sells 
those roasted beans locally. The proceeds help support the work of the 
camp. 

Grace works to judge beans and to throw away the worthless ones. 
That is what she does. And Grace knows her beans! But Grace knows 
something more important than beans. Grace knows about God’s grace. 
And she knows that God, in his grace, does not want to discard 
anybody! 

We thank God that Grace knows the grace of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. She knows she is not saved because she is better than others. She 
is saved because Jesus died and rose for her.  

But not everyone knows this. And not every pastor in East Africa 
knows how to properly preach this grace of God. So that is why we are 
here. And it is because of your prayers and gifts of support that we are 
here to train pastors and evangelists who will be able to tell people 
about the true grace of God, grace that, thank God, Grace knows. 

Grace sorts coffee (kahawa) beans at Masubo Camp
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For more information on our work check out: 

Our Website: SteelesInAfrica.com 

Walters’ Devotional Blog: steelesinafrica.com/walters-blog 

Our LCMS page: lcms.org/steele 

On Twitter: @WalterRSteele 

Or Facebook: Walter Steele

There are many opportunities 
to serve as short-term or  
GEO missionaries. Check  
out the current list and 
download an application at 
lcms.org/service. Click on 
“Service Opportunities.”

To support the LCMS through the work 
of Walter and Robyn Steele, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks 
“Support of Steele/Kenya.” Gifts can 
also be given securely online through 
the LCMS website, on my online giving 
page at lcms.org/steele.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

• That we and our teammates 
continue to remain in good 
health.

• That our Kenya work permits 
are issued in a timely 
manner. We are still awaiting 
these important documents.

• That the Lord continue to 
raise up more financial 
partners so that we can 
serve long-term in East 
Africa.

• That Walter continues to 
have opportunities to share 
the Gospel with his language 
tutor, who is a Muslim.

• We are having some water 
issues at the camp. Pray that 
the workers here find a 
solution.

• That you have a blessed 
Lent and a joyous Easter 
celebration.

Remember: 

You can support us at lcms.org/givenow/steele 

Or at the world-famous Mission Central 

MISSION CENTRAL 

40718 Highway E-16 

Mapleton IA 51034 

Make the memo line: Steele/ Kenya

This Lenten Season finds us well and healthy. We are finding 
it interesting and instructive as we begin to read the 
Scriptures in Swahili. Their version of the Bible is a direct 
translation from the Greek and Hebrew, so the ways in which 
they describe what the Lord says in his Word helps us better to 
understand the Word of God in our own language!  

What a joy it is to begin to function in this new culture! 

We thank God for our new prayer and support 

partners who have joined with us this last month. We 

know that some congregations begin their fiscal years 

in July, so please pray that those who said they would 

consider joining with us might be led to do so, should 

our Lord so will.

              Walter in his office!
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Greeting Partners,  Thailand, like all countries, is taking precautionary 

measures with COVID-19.   Classes have been cancelled at the English Center and 

church has been cancelled for at least the next two weeks.  I am doing good and 

feel comfortable here.  I am staying in the apartment above the center and 

church, so I only need to go out when I go to the store.  I brought masks and hand 

sanitizer along with me.  I will still be coming down to the English Center each day 

and helping where I can. Joe and Ar will also be coming to the center.   

Classes were going good.  The ages of my student were from 5 to around 27.  

Most classes of one or two students, but a couple were group classes.  I will miss 

the students, but I know that God is in control and will guide me to whatever He 

has for me to do during this time.    

Pray that God will guide me to accomplish whatever work He has for me.  Also 

pray that God will keep you and me safe during this time, that He will remind us 

that He is our strength and shield.   

1 What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
  All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
  Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
  O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
  Everything to God in prayer! 



2 Have we trials and temptations? 
  Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged, 
  Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
  Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, 
  Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
  Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
  Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
  Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
  Thou wilt find a solace there. 

To support the operation of the English Center you can send a tax deductable gift 

to Garuna Foundation, see other attachment. 

Take care and God Bless 

David Pfeifer 

 

      

             Ar, Joe and me 

 



 

Playing UNO, numbers and colors 

 

Ar and Kaew, who makes food for us a couple times a week. 



 

 

The Garuna Foundation 
2924 East Cholla Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85028 

  

The mission of the Garuna Foundation is to support and encourage the 

Proclamation of the grace, mercy and compassion (garuna) of Jesus 

Christ to the peoples of Thailand, Cambodia and surrounding countries.   

 

Jeff Ehlers, Garuna Chairman, along with his family had the privilege of  

serving as missionaries in Southeast Asia for 8 years with LCMS. 

 

More information on Garuna’s web site:    https://www.garuna.org  

https://www.garuna.org/

