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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Sunday, December 25, 2011 
9:00 a.m. 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

300 Broad Street, Menasha, Wisconsin 
 

Trinity, Menasha is a fellowship of Lutheran Christians being empowered by the 
Holy Spirit through the Word of God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, 
and strengthen both adults and children in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, 

while sharing His love with those who do not know their Savior. 
 
PRE-SERVICE                              
 
PRELUDE                              
            

OPENING HYMN                O Come, All Ye Faithful                          LSB 379 
 
1  O come, all ye faithful, 
    Joyful and triumphant! 
    O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
    Come and behold Him 
    Born the king of angels: Refrain 
  
 
2 Highest, most holy, 
     Light of Light eternal, 
     Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
     Son of the Father 
    Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
  
 

 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
     Sing in exultation, 
     Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
     Glory to God 
     In the highest.  Refrain 
  
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
     Born this happy morning; 
     Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 
     Word of the Father 
    Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
 
  

 Refrain 
    O come, let us adore Him,  O come, let us adore Him,  O come, let us adore 

Him,     Christ the Lord! 
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INVOCATION  
P   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen  
P   Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant  us forgiveness. 

P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C   who made heaven and earth. 
P   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT              Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 9:6 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
       and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

       Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
       His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

C The LORD has made known his salvation; 

       he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
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P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
       All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

       break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

C and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

KYRIE                       LSB 186 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      Glory to God in the Highest               LSB 187-189 
 
SALUTATION                                                                                                        
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may 
set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                Isaiah 52:7-10 
7
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”  

8
The voice of your watchmen—

they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return 
of the LORD to Zion.  

9
Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 

Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

    L  This is the Word of the Lord.                         C Thanks be to God! 
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GRADUAL 
 P  To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder.   And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Sing to the Lord a new song, for he 
has done marvelous things. 

 

EPISTLE                                                                                           Hebrews 1:1-6 
1
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 
2
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3
He is 

the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

4
having become as much 

superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you”?  Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?  
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 

angels worship him.” 
 

    L  This is the Word of the Lord.                 C   Thanks be to God! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                   John 1:1-14  
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 
2
He was in the beginning with God. 

3
All things were made through him, and 

without him was not anything made that was made. 
4
In him was life, and the life 

was the light of men. 
5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it.  
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7
He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 

8
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  

9
The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10

He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12

But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God, 

13
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God.  
14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.   
     P   This is the Gospel of the Lord.             C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



  

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,      

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from 

the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,      

and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
 

SERMON HYMN              A Great and Mighty Wonder                            LSB 383 
 

SERMON                                     “The Light”                                     John 1:1-14 
 
OFFERTORY       

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast 

me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit.  Amen 
 
OFFERING                        Hark the Herald Angels Sing                  Men’s Quartet                                    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each Petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy                      -OR-                 P  Let us pray to the Lord 

C Hear our prayer                                                     C  Lord, have mercy  
After the final Petition: 
P…who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       

C  Amen 
 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the LORD, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth; Heav'n and earth are full of Thy 

glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, 

blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER     
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from + evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                     LSB 197 
 
PAX DOMINI                                                             
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI   

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us.   

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us.   

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 

Thy peace.  Amen 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

O Little Town of Bethlehem   LSB 361 

Away in a Manger   LSB 364 

Angels We Have Heard on High   LSB 368 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 

the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 

people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen 
 
THANKSGIVING   
P   O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C   and His mercy endureth forever. 

 
P   Let us pray…..who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ne God, now    

and forever. 

C   Amen 

 
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS   
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION      
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and + 
give you peace. 

C  Amen, amen, amen 
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CLOSING HYMN                        Joy to the World                                  LSB 387 

 
1  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

        Let earth receive her King; 
        Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
        And heav’n and nature sing, 
        And heav’n and nature sing, 
        And heav’n, and heav’n  

    and nature sing 
 

   2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills,   
and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 3  No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
 4  He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

 
POSTLUDE                       
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” 

“Glory to God in the highest!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Billings, along with the Faculty, and Staff of 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School of Menasha, wish 

you and your family a very Merry Christmas! 


