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Divine Service Setting IV — Third Sunday in Advent

Saturday, December 10, 2011 Sunday, December 11, 2011
5:00 pm 9:00 am

t In_this complex world of mass communication we are bombarded with information. Video images
flash nearly everywhere we look. Pulsating music blares at every turn. It seems there’s nowhere we can
go to escape the noise. Well, here’s your chance to unplug, to step out of the world and its culture
and participate in something mystical. Here we will sing with angels and archangels. Here we will
listen to the voice of God through His ancient texts. Here the saints of God will share in the very body
and blood of Christ given and shed for the forgiveness of sins. This is a holy place, a holy time, a thing
that we do - or, rather, that God does in and for us through His Means of Grace. So, turn off your cell
phone, tune out the cacophony of competing voices, and log in to this moment and the message God
has for you today, for He is here to meet you as He has promised.

t We ask that those desiring to commune be members in good standing of Trinity or of a sister
congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. If you have questions regarding this, please
speak with the pastor. Assistive listening devices are available. If interested, an usher will be happy to
assist you.

PRELUDE Hark the Glad Sound M. Burkhardt
OPENING HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 (st. 1-3)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION LSB 203
INTROIT Ps. 85:8-9, 12-13; antiphon: Ps. 85:7

(P) Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

Let me hear what God the Lorp will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to folly.

(P) Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

Yes, the LorD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
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P} Righteousness will go before him
and make his foot-steps away.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P) Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

KYRIE LSB 204

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P} Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The Spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me, because the LorD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; *to proclaim the year of the LorD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all who mourn; %o grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LoRD, that he may be glorified. “They
shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. ®For | the
LorD love justice; | hate robbery and wrong; | will faithfully give them their
recompense, and | will make an everlasting covenant with them. °Their offspring
shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the
LorD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LorD; my soul shall exult in my
God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. *'For as the
earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout
up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all
the nations.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.
P} Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16—-24
®Rejoice always, 'pray without ceasing, *®give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. **Do not quench the Spirit. 2°Do not
despise prophecies, ?'but test everything; hold fast what is good. **Abstain from
every form of evil. *Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. **He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA LSB 205
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28

Glory to You, O Lord.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ‘He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ®He
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. °And this is the
testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not
the Christ.” >!And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” “*So they said to him, “Who
are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” 2He said, “l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.” */(Now they had
been sent from the Pharisees.) *They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if
you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” ?®John answered them, “|
baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, ?’even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not worthy to untie.” *®These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED LSB 207



Children’s Talk (9:00)- Lucas Bedroske

HYMN OF THE DAY  Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636 (st. 1-2)
SERMON "Holy Expectation” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

After each Petition:

(P) Lord, in Your mercy -OR- (P) Let us pray to the Lord
Hear our prayer Lord, have mercy
After the final Petition:

(P)...who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

OFFERING (9:00) Advent Gospel The Gallery Choir
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT LSB 208
LORD’S PRAYER LSB 209
AGNUS DEI LSB 210

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636 (st. 3-8)
Come, We That Love the Lord LSB 669
Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211
CLOSING HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 (st. 4-6)
POSTLUDE Rejoice, Rejoice Believers P. Manz



